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unchanging. In The S ilm arillion  we find things quite 
w ell explained and laid out, things that w ere once 
ind irectly  stated , im plied , or lay  hidden. T his d if­
feren ce  has dampened the en thusiasm  for T olkien in 
som e of his a d m irers, who would prefer not to be 
troubled or perhaps burdened by weighty m atters such  
as th ese . Indeed, when one would have thought a 
great new wave of en thusiasm  for T olkien would have 
a r isen  fo llow ing the publication of The S ilm a r illio n , 
in actuality  I saw  a gradual 'd im inishing of popular 
in terest in him . I cannot attribute th is m ere ly  to the 
other d ifferen ces between The Lord of the Rings and 
The S ilm arillion  m entioned before. I think it was 
m ore than that. Som e now saw c le a r ly  what the 
foundation of T o lk ien 's world was rea lly  lik e  and it 
colored  th eir  perception  of their  old favorite , and 
consequently their  appreciation  cooled down
Of cou rse  som e changes in the m ass or overa ll 
cultural thinking of our c iv iliza tio n  do ebb and flow  
year by year , but b asica lly  we are a secu lar-m in d ed  
people; Tolkien w as not. A s long as he w ill provide 
p lea su res and personal excitem en t, a ll is  w ell, but it 
is  another thing when he re v e a ls  what h is load of gifts  
is  based on, it is  another m atter. In 1953, T olkien  
w rote to Robert .M urray, S. J. :
The Lord of the Rings is  of cou rse  a fundam entally  
relig io u s and C atholic work; u n consciously  at f ir st , 
but co n sc io u sly  in the rev is io n . That is  why I have 
not put in, or have cut out, p ractica lly  a ll r e fe r ­
en ces to anything like 'r e lig io n 1, to cu lts or p rac­
t ic e s , in the im aginary w orld. For the re lig iou s  
elem ent is  absorbed into the story  and the sy m ­
bolism .
But in The S ilm a r illio n , w here it is  n ec e ssa r y  to begin 
at the beginning, th is could not be done. "Religion" of 
n e c e ss ity  m ust be g iven. T olkien said  in a le tter  to 
Deborah W ebster in 1958, . .1 am  a C hristian  (which
can be deduced from  my s to r ie s ) , . . . "  Indeed L etters  
repeated ly  and eloquently te s t if ie s  that T olkien was
C hristian  to the co re , and that not only do h is works 
not conflict with h is faith, but are a crea tive  outgrowth 
and in terpretive form  of it. It would be a e x e r c ise  in 
in tellectu a l vanity to dem onstrate oth erw ise . A ll 
litera ry  c r it ic ism  henceforth must deal with th is fact, 
not sk irtin g  the currently  unpopular or inconvienent. 
T his does not m ean everyth ing dealing  with T olkien  
and h is w orks w ill of n e c e ss ity  deal with th is , only 
on m atters that do pertain to it. T hose who do not 
fe e l com fortable with th is  a sp ect are  in a d ifficult 
situation  in regard s to th eir  in te llec tu a l honesty.
Som e may fade away; som e w ill try  to i g n o r e  it, which  
w ill not w ash. F or those to which th is proves to be no 
problem , they can go on to develope an even greater  
r ich n ess in study and appreciation . I se e  th is parting  
of w ays as having already begun^ with both a w istfu l 
regret, and a certa in  r e lie f  that a ll uncertainty and 
doubt has been c leared  away.
The Lord of the R ings and The S ilm arillion  must 
each be approached in d ifferent w ays fo r  a ll of the 
above reason , and m ore, but at the sam e tim e the 
im port of each needs to  be integrated into a com p re­
hensive understanding if  we w ish to s e e  along the sam e  
line as the mind of the su b -crea to r . The S ilm arillion , 
Unfinished T a le s , and L etters are  gold, s ilv e r , and 
diamond m ines aw aiting further excavations and d is -  
co v e r ie s .
M ythlore has published a r t ic le s , rev iew s, le tte r s , 
and art on th ese  books before; now we present a 
sp ec ia l is su e , due both to read ers in terest and the 
com ing together of se v e r a l a r t ic le s  on them  at th is  
tim e. Keep in mind that we cannot publish what we 
do not rece iv e  about any author or subject. In future 
we plan to take a balanced approach on printing a r tic le s  
about the o lder published w orks of Tolkien and the new ­
er on es. T here is  much m ore that can be said  about 
both.
Glen GoodKnight
Some Readers' Thoughts
In the la s t  is s u e  read ers w ere asked to share their  
thoughts for p o ssib le  publication on the question  "How 
has the reading of The S ilm a r illio n , Unfinished T a le s , 
and/or The L etters of J . R .  R. T olkien changed my 
perception and appreciation  of Tolkien . " T here w ere  
many resp o n ses , and I have used the blue pencil very  
sparingly  in order to sh are  them  h ere . (Editor)
Lloyd A lexander D rex e l H ill, PA
In a ll accu racy , I'd say that the other w orks of 
T olkien haven't changed my perception  and ap p recia ­
tion, a lready about as high as they could be. T hey've 
sim ply  given me a la rg er  view  of the man and h is c r e ­
ative gen ius. My adm iration hasn't changed ,’ th ere 's  
just m ore of it.
D ainis B isen iek s Philadelphia, PA
I had been certa in  a ll along, at le a st  s in ce  I read  
"On F a ir y -s to r ie s ,"  that T olk ien  as s to r y -te lle r  and 
s ty lis t  knew exactly  what he w as doing. That im p r e s­
sion  is  confirm ed in su p erla tive  degree by the L e tte r s . 
I doubt if any cr it ic  has bettered T olk ien 's own ex p o si­
tion of the ch aracter and the m oral ch o ices of the 
principal persons of The Lord of the R ings, and (as
C .S . L ew is a lso  knew) he was aw are that sty le  d e ter ­
m ines what can be sa id .
For a ll the fascin ation  of The Silmarillion and 
a sso c ia ted  w orks, I cannot find it in my heart to love 
them  as I do LR. T here are grand and moving p a ss ­
ages in them , the whole v ision  is  grand, but the ch ar­
a c ters  and events don't touch me as nearly  as th ose  of, 
w ell, the fully m ature work. So it is  that I reg ret m ost 
the incom plete sta te  of "The M ariner's W ife", in which  
grea tn ess of sp ir it  is  best shown, just before the ta le , 
a la s , breaks off.
Robert B oenig R oosevelt, NJ
The S ilm arillion  and Unfinished T a les have changed 
my appreciation  of T olkien in two w ays. F ir st, when 
I reread  The Lord of the R ings, I no longer puzzle  
over/w on d er about what a ll the a llu sion s in the songs 
and conversations a re . The s la sh  between the two 
verbs in the la st sen ten ce  is  meant to  convey both gain 
and lo s s ,  for th is new knowledge has dim ished for me 
som ewhat the s iz e  of LR. I now have, in other w ords, 
a map of the perilous realm ; I can find my way from  
place to p lace with e a se , but just a sm all bit of wonder 
is  gone.
The second way the two books have changed my ap­
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p r e c ia t io n  of T o lk ie n  is  no t so  a m b iv a le n t .  T h e i r  
s p a r e ,  e f f ic ie n t  p r o s e  w ith  a m in im u m  of d e s c r ip t io n  
c o n t r a s t s ,  of c o u r s e ,  w ith  th e  d e ta i le d ,  d e s c r ip t iv e  
p r o s e  in  T h e  H obb it an d  L R ; th e  new  T o lk ie n  h a s  b e ­
c o m e  a  m a s te r  of tw o w o r ld s ,  n o t ju s t  one . T h e  s ty le  
of an d  UT is  a  m e d ie v a l on e  — th a t  o f T h e  A n g lo - 
S axon  C h ro n ic le  and  M a lo ry . By b r e a th in g  l if e  in to  a 
s ty le  d ea d  fo r  a lm o s t  f iv e  h u n d re d  y e a r s  and  sh o w in g  
o u r  w o rld  ju s t  how liv e ly  it  c a n  b e , T o lk ie n  g r a t i f ie s  
m e a s  a  m e d ie v a l is t  w ho no lo n g e r  n ee d  ju s t i fy  r e a d in g  
su c h  p r o s e  to  h is  s tu d e n ts .  "L o o k  a t  T o lk ie n , " I s a y , 
an d  m y  c a s e  is  w on.
F r e d e r ic k  B re n io n  B u e n a  P a r k ,  CA
R e ad in g  T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n , U n fin ish e d  T a le s ,  and  
L e t t e r s  h av e  n o t so  m u c h  a s  ch a n g ed  m y  v ie w s  of LR 
an d  T o lk ie n  a s  th e y  h a v e  d e e p e n e d  th e m . I a m  t r u ly  
a m a z e d  a t  th e  s h e e r  d e p th s  an d  h e ig h ts  of T o lk ie n 's  
so u l,  m in d , an d  s p i r i t  th a t  c r e a te d  su c h  m a g n if ic e n t 
c o n c e p tio n s  of su c h  im a g in a tiv e  in te n s i t i e s .  A t th e  
r i s k  of so u n d in g  a s  th o u g h  f o rm in g  a  c u l t  o f p e r s o n a l ­
i ty  on  th e  good p r o f e s s o r ,  m y ow n th o u g h ts  a r e  th a t  
in  r e a d in g  L R  an d  T h e  H o b b it m y  r e s p e c t  an d  a d m i r a ­
t io n  f o r  T o lk ie n  knew  no  b o u n d s . In  r e a d in g  S, U T , 
an d  L  I f e e l  a s  if  I h a v e  t r a n s c e n d e d  m y  p re v io u s  v ie w s . 
T h is  i s  b e c a u s e  in  m a n y  r e s p e c t s ,  T o lk ie n  h a s  put m o re  
o f h im s e lf ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  in to  th e  w r i t in g s  he n e v e r  p e r ­
h a p s  r e a l l y  in te n d e d  to  f in is h  o r  p u b lis h , but w ro te  . 
r a t h e r  f o r  h im s e lf .  In  d o in g  s o , h e  in a d v e r ta n t ly  r e ­
v e a ls  m u c h  m o r e  of h is  r i c h  v is io n  th a t  h e  c a r r i e d  
w ith in . H ow  w ill  a l l  th e s e  w o rk s  a f fe c t  "T o lk ie n  
S tu d ie s ? "  I a m  n o t s u r e ,  bu t I a m  m o r e  in  a g r e e m e n t  
now  w ith  C .S .  L e w is  w hen  h e  s a id  th a t  you  c a n n o t 
s tu d y  m e n , you c a n  o n ly  g e t to  know  th e m . P e r h a p s
it  is  n o t th e  s tu d y in g  but th e  g e t t in g  to  know  h im  th a t  
p ro v id e s  f o r  th e  c o n tin u a tio n  of th a t  f r e s h n e s s  and joy  
w h ich  w e f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e d  in  r e a d in g  h im  th a t  c a r r i e s  
u s  b ac k  a g a in  and  a g a in  to  h is  w o rk s .
J o e  R . C h r is to p h e r  S te p h e n v ille ,  TX
A M ote of D u s t,  in  N o v e m b e r  1944
W hile  a t  S t. G r e g o r y 's ,  w hen  th e  Q u a r a n t ' O re  
w as  b e in g  h e ld , t h e r e  T o lk ie n  k n e e lin g  saw  
w ith in  a  sh a f t  o f l ig h t ,  an d  s a n s  a  flaw , 
so m e  b r ig h te n e d  d u s t m o te s  g e n tly  s w ir l in g ,  s o a r in g .  
H e 'd  co m e  w ith  w o r r i e s  fo r  h is  so n  in  w a r t im e ,  
f ly in g  in  a i r p l a n e s ,  an d  h e r e ,  in  a e r i a l  law , 
m o te s  s lo w ly  flow ed  and  s w ir le d ;  h e  w a tc h e d  in  aw e , 
b e tw e en  h im  and  th e  S a c r a m e n t ,  a d o r in g .
"A s lo v e  b e tw e e n  th e  F a th e r  a n d  th e  Son
is  a y e  a  P e r s o n ,  l ik e  m i r r o r s  s e t ,  r e f le c t in g  
a  l ig h t b e tw e en ; so , th e  G odhead  w o n 't  sh u n  
T h e i r  h ig h  a t te n t io n  on u s  m e n , d i r e c t in g  
a  s h a f t  o f lig h t:  th a t  L o v e 's  a  p e r s o n ,  one
to  e a c h  m a n , a  g u a rd ia n  a n g e l h im  p r o te c t in g .  "
b a s e d  on T o lk ie n 's  L e t t e r s , No. 89
P a u l F . F o r d  A rc a d ia ,  CA
W hat a  t r e a s u r e - t r o v e  T h e  L e t t e r s  o f J .  R . R . 
T o lk ie n  i s  ! I s p e n t a  d e l ig h te d  tw o w e e k s  r e a d in g  
th is  c o l le c t io n .  T h e  im p r e s s io n  of th e  g r e a t ,  good, 
s tru g g lin g ,  h u m o ro u s  m a n  w h ich  s o  m o v e d  m e in  
C a r p e n te r 's  b io g ra p h y  w a s  re n e w e d  an d  d e e p e n e d  by 
h is  e d itio n  of T o lk ie n 's  l e t t e r s .  I w in ce d  a t  T 's  c r i t i ­
c i s m s  of A m e r ic a n s  (pp. 65 , 1 8 1 ,4 1 2 ) b u t c h e e r e d  h is  
p r o - J e w is h  r e m a r k s  (37, 229 , 410n)j I la u g h e d  a t  h is  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  a n  a u t h o r 's  s u s c e p ta b i l i ty  to  th e  " in c e n s e "  
of p r a i s e  (265, 2 6 6 ,4 1 8 ) an d  w a s  t r a n s f ix e d  by h is  
d e s c r ip t io n s  of w in te r  (107) an d  f lo w e r s  (4 0 2 -4 0 3 ).
T h e r e  w a s  m u c h  to  be le a r n e d  f r o m  T 's  s ta te m e n ts  
a b o u t L e w is : L 's  v i r tu e s  — h is  e n c o u ra g e m e n t (303), 
in d u s t ry  (209), h o n e s ty  (23), g r e a t  g e n e r o s i ty  and  
c a p a c ity  f o r  f r ie n d s h ip  (362) an d  h a b i t  of w r i t te n  
g r a t i tu d e  (209) — and  h is  f a u l ts  — h is  u n e n th u s ia s m  
f o r  H o b b its  (376), h y p e r im p r e s s io n a b i l i ty  (341, 349) 
an d  h id d e n  U l s t e r i s m  (9 5 -9 6 ) . W ould  th a t  w e had  
m o r e  of T 's  l e t t e r s  to  L , beyond  th e  u n c o m fo r ta b le -  
t o - r e a d  pp 1 2 5 -1 2 9 . A nd w ou ld  th a t  T  h ad  e la b o r a te d  
h is  c o r r o b o r a t io n  of B a r f i e ld 's  im p r e s s io n  of L  (363) 
in  B 's  e s s a y  in  L ig h t on  C .S .  L e w is .
B u t w h a t m o s t  im p r e s s e d  m e  w a s  th e  T o lk ie n  r e ­
v e a le d  in  h is  l e t t e r s  to  h is  s o n  M ic h a e l. These letters 
w e r e  r e m a r k a b le  f o r  t h e i r  p ro fo u n d , c l a s s i c  C a th o l ic ­
i ty  an d  s p i r i tu a l i t y .  I  know  I w ill  r e t u r n  m a n y  t im e s  
to  T 's  r e f le c t io n s  on th e  E u c h a r i s t ,  m a r r i a g e  and  
d iv o r c e ,  jo y , m i r a c l e s ,  th e  p o v e r ty  of th e  h u m a n  
s p i r i t ,  g u a rd ia n  a n g e ls ,  a n d  p r a y e r .  C o n c e rn in g  th is  
l a t t e r  to p ic ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  T 's  u n f in ish e d  
an d  " u n p u b lis h a b le "  c o m m e n ta r y  on L 's  L e t t e r s  to  
M a lc o lm  b e  p u b lis h e d ?  T h is  m ig h t be im m e n s e ly  
h e lp f u l !
P a u l  N o lan  H yde W e s t L a fa y e t te ,  IN
A lth o u g h  m y  e n jo y m e n t o f J .  R .R .  T o lk ie n 's  w o rk s  
i s  fo u n d ed  in  th e  to ta l i ty  o f th e  c r e a t io n  of M id d le -  
e a r th ,  m y  s c h o la s t ic  i n t e r e s t s  h a v e  fo c u s e d  on  th e  
la n g u a g e s  (bo th  in v e n te d  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l ) .  T h e  S i lm a ­
r i l l i o n ,  U n fin ish e d  T a le s ,  a n d  L e t t e r s  a r e  a b s o lu te ly  
v i ta l  in  o r d e r  to  c o m e  to  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of T o lk ie n 's  
s y s te m s  an d  in  o r d e r  to  m a k e  an y  s e n s e  a t  a l l  o u t of
C o n tin u e d  on p ag e  20
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h is  s ta te m e n ts  about h is  " lin g u is tic  a e s th e t ic ."  T he g lo s ­
s a r ie s  in S and UT p ro v id e  a w ea lth  of m o rp h o lo g ica l e le ­
m en ts  w hich, when c o r r e la te d  w ith m a te r ia l  g leaned  fro m  
LR , d eep en s o n e 's  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  T o lk ie n 's  c o n s is te n c y  
and d e ta il .  T he  L e tte r s  a r e  in v a lu ab le  in  th e  ta s k  of d e te r ­
m in ing  the p h ilo so p h ica l s u p e r s t r u c tu re s  a ro u n d  w hich the 
lan g u ag es a r e  fo rm ed . T o lk ie n 's  " lin g u is tic  a e s th e tic "  o r  
h is  ta s te "  fo r c e r ta in  sounds and sy n ta c tic  s t r u c tu r e s  is  
ou tlined  su ffic ie n tly  in  L e t te r s ,  to  fa c i li ta te  d e ta ile d  s tud ies  
of th a t a e s th e tic  a s  im p lem en ted  in the M id d le -e a r th  v o l­
u m es . It would be hoped th a t a  m o re  c o n c e rte d  e ffo rt m ight 
be m ade tow ard  d ev e lop ing  a  lu c id  and d e fin itiv e  ev a lu a tio n  
of T o lk ie n 's  lin g u is tic  g en iu s .
P au l H. K ocher San L u is  O bispo , CA
In th e  days w hen only T he H obbit and T he  L o rd  of the 
R ings w e re  known, I view ed th e s e  s to r ie s  a s  m ain ly  o p tim is -  
tic  ta le s  m oving to  happy end ings, and a ssu m e d  th a t T o lk ie n 's  
o th e r  h is to r ie s  would be of lik e  m ood. In th e m  ev il w as a l ­
w ays p re s e n t,  of c o u rs e , but the  ch ie f c u r r e n t  of ev en ts  w as 
happy, th e  p r in c ip a l c h a r a c te r s  w e re  a d m ira b le , and  the 
tone  of th e  w hole tr iu m p h a n t. T he a p p e a ra n c e  of T he  S ilm a - 
r i l l io n , a  m uch m o re  tr a g ic  book, changed  th is  p e rcep tio n  
by dw elling  not only upon M e lk o r 's  re b e l lio n  and its  in itia l 
s u c c e s s e s  but a lso  upon th e  re v o lt of th e  N oldor and the 
long  s e r i e s  of th e i r  d e fe a ts  on M id d le -e a r th  invoked by the 
c u r s e  of M andos. In g e n e ra l t h e ’sam e  is  t r u e  of A kallabe th  
in  th e  nex t A ge, w hich n a r r a te s  th e  d ec lin e  and fa ll of 
N um enor, f ro m  w hich only E len d il and a few  of the F a ith fu l 
e sc a p e d . T he m ak ing  of the R ings of P ow er in  the Second 
A ge, in tro d u c in g  a n o th e r s in is t e r  fa c to r ,  show s how long 
and h a rd  had been th e  s tru g g le  betw een  good and ev il of 
w hich A ra g o rn 's  c o ro n a tio n  w as th e  tr iu m p h a n t, if p e rh ap s  
only te m p o ra ry , co n c lu s io n .
U nfin ished  T a le s  p re s e n ts  the  a lte rn a t iv e s  T o lk ien  con - 
s id e re d  fo r two ta le s  in  Q uenta  S ilm a r il l io n , fo r m o s t of 
A ka llab e th , and fo r c e r ta in  e p iso d es  p e rta in in g  to  T he L ord  
of th e  R in g s. He h im se lf  e ith e r  r e je c te d  th e s e  o r  w as fo rc e d , 
to  r e je c t  th em  by h is  p u b lis h e r 's  dem ands to  sh o r te n  h is 
huge m a n u s c r ip ts . T he  Q uenta  S ilm a r il lio n  ta le s  a s  p u b lish ­
ed a r e  o ften  so  condensed  a s  h a rd ly  to  a ch iev e  c re d ib il ity .
T he U nfin ished  v e rs io n s  of the  s to r ie s  of T u r in  and T u o r, 
fo r ex am p le , a r e  m uch m o re  le is u re ly  and re v e a l in g  of 
c h a ra c te r  th an  the b r ie f  v e rs io n s  in QS. S im ila r ly , A k a l­
la b e th  re a d s  lik e  a b a re  o u tline  of the th o u san d s  of y e a r s  of 
N u m en o r 's  h is to ry . T he tr e a tm e n t T o lk ien  w ould have lik ed  
to  give the  is lan d  is  v is ib le  in  th e  pow erfu l tra g e d y  of A ld a r-  
ion and E re n d is , in  w hich A ld a r io n 's  con tin u a l, a lm o s t c o m ­
p u ls iv e , voyaging ru in s  h is  m a r r ia g e  and s t a r t s  th a t c o m ­
m e rc e  w ith  th e  m ain land  w hich  led  to  a  fa ta l po licy  of ex ­
pansion . By c o n tr a s t ,  m o s t of th e  fra g m e n ts  connected  w ith 
LR th row  lig h t upon i t  and a r e  en joyab le  in th e i r  own rig h t. 
U nhappily  th is  is no t t r u e  of th o se  m u tu a lly  c o n tra d ic to ry  
ones about G a la d r ie l, p ro d u c ts  of T o lk ie n 's  old age . He 
w ould have done b e tte r  to  s tan d  on h e r  s to ry  in  its  o r ig in a l 
pub lished  fo rm . In th e  g ra g m e n ts  p e rta in in g  to  th e  h is to ry  
of R ohan, h ow ever, he w r ite s  a t h is  b e s t, f ill in g  th e m  w ith 
lum inous in ven tions of even t and c h a ra c te r .
A lexe i K o n d ra tiev  F lu sh in g , NY
T he S ilm a r il lio n  and U nfin ished  T a le s  w e re , fo r m e , not 
so  m uch  a re v e la tio n  a s  a co n firm a tio n . T hey  d e m o n s tra te d  
so m e th in g  a l l  T o lk ien  lo v e r s  had known a l l  a long , but w hich 
d e tr a to r s  of T he L o rd  of the R ings had been  unw illing  to  
ad m it: th a t T o lk ien  w as not a s e n t im e n ta l is t  in cap ab le  of 
fac in g  th e  t r a g ic  e le m e n t in  the  hum an cond ition , th a t he 
did not se e  ev il a s  so m eth in g  p u re ly  e x te rn a l w hich can  be 
tu rn ed  aw ay by fo rc e  of a rm s ,  but a s  an  in e scap ab le  p a r t  of 
th e  v e ry  p ro c e s s  of life , and a tt itu d e  th a t te m p ts  e v e ry  being 
dw elling  on th is  E a r th . T he F i r s t  and Second A ge ta le s  con ­
s ta n tly  e x p re s s ,  w ith  th e  th r i l l  th a t co m es fro m  r i s k  and 
fe a r , th e  p r e c a r io u s n e s s  of E a rth -b o u n d  beau ty  and good­
n e s s .  Two sc e n e s  in p a r t ic u la r  s tu c k  in m y m ind a f te r  
m y f i r s t  re ad in g : the  m en ace  of M elkor and U ngoliant 
look ing  down upon the B le s s e d  L ands fro m  the  top  of H y a r-  
m e n tir ;  and the te r r ib l e  m om en t w hen th e  d rag o n  looks into 
N ie n o r 's  ey e s , bew itch ing  h e r .  And th e r e  a r e ,  of c o u rse , 
th e  la n d s c a p e s , th e  g ra n d e u r , w ild n ess  and f r e s h n e s s  of a
youthfu l A rd a , so  d if fe re n t fro m  the w orld  of the  T h ird  A ge.
T he S ilm a r il lio n  and U nfin ished  T a le s  a r e  a  tro v e  I have 
only begun to  dip in to , and I w ill r e r e a d  th em  m any t im e s .
B ut of th e  new ly r e le a s e d  T o lk ien  books it  is  th e  L e t te r s ,  I 
th ink , th a t give the m o s t im m ed ia te  en joym ent. A p a rt fro m  
p rov id in g  a u th o r ita tiv e  a n sw e rs  to  so  m any q u estio n s  r e a d e r s  
have been  to s s in g  about fo r  y e a r s ,  they  d isp e l th e  im p r e s s ­
ion, g iven by som e b io g ra p h e rs  and in te rv ie w e rs , th a t 
T o lk ien  w as an  u n re a so n a b le  c ra n k  w ith  e x tre m e  and c a te ­
g o ric a l op in ions. T he L e tte r s  show  th a t T o lk ien  w as fully 
cap ab le  on going back on so m e  of h is  m o re  c o n tro v e rs ia l  
p ro n o u n cem en ts  (cf. h is  s ta te m e n t on D ante , p. 377), and 
th a t he ad m itted  to  " lim ite d  ta s te s "  w ithout any h in t of s e lf -  
r ig h te o u sn e s s . I u rg e  a ll  th o se  who have loved  T o lk ien 's  
o th e rs  w orks to  re a d  th is  one, e sp e c ia lly  those  who m ight 
be tem p ted  to  bypass it  b e c a u se  i t  is  no t fic tion : f a r  fro m  
being p e r ip h e ra l  to  th e  f ic tio n a l w o rk s , it is r ig h t a t the 
h e a r t  of th e  m a tte r .
N ancy M a rtsc h  Los A n g e les , CA
I c a n 't  say  th a t re a d in g  The S ilm a r iliio n /U n fin ish e d  
T a le s  had m uch e ffec t on my p e rc e p tio n  of T o lk ien  th e  m an 
(although L e tte r s  did c a s t  so m e  in te re s t in g  s id e lig h ts ) ; the 
key w ork  h e re  w as th e  b iography  of H um phrey  C a rp e n te r .
But T he S ilm a r il lio n  had a profound e ffec t on m y a p p re c i-  
a tio n  of M id d le -e a rth . To begin w ith , I w as fa sc in a ted  by 
th e  m a te r ia l  in the ap pend ices to  LotR  (p a r tic u la r ly  the 
lin g u is tic  m a te r ia l)  and w anted m o re , I ap p ro ach ed  The 
S ilm a r il lio n  w ith a  fe e lin g  of aw e and re v e re n c e . H e re , 
a t la s t ,  w ill be re v e a le d  THE TRU TH . W ell it  w as and 
it  w a sn 't:  so m e  q u es tio n s  w e re  a n sw e re d  and m any o th e rs  
a sk ed . E ven so , I find I lik e  T he S ilm a r il l io n  a s  m uch  a s , 
if not m o re , th an  L otR . I en joyed LotR  m o re  when re a d in g  
it; i t 's  a  th r i l l in g  s to ry . I d o n 't th ink  1 would have got 
hooked on M id d le -e a rth  had I re a d  The S ilm a r il lio n  f i r s t ,  
but I find I th ink  about T he S ilm a r il lio n  f a r  m o re  often . I 
would not qu ite  c a ll it  a re lig io u s  e x p e rie n c e , but it  c e r ta in ly  
p ro v id es a p h ilo so p h ica l guide to  life . (T h is , b y -th e -w ay , 
is  the w ay to  re a d  The S ilm a r il lio n  — a s  a  co lle c tio n  of 
m yths and leg en d s , th e  h is to ry  and re lig io n  of M id d le -ea rth ; 
not a s  an  ad v en tu re  s to ry ) .
M a rg a re t R . P u rd y  R idgew ood, NJ
W aiting  fo r The S ilm a r il lio n  w as lik e  liv in g  on top  of a 
p la teau  w ith  m is t a ll a ro u n d  it. T he p la teau  w as v a s t v a rie d , 
and b eau tifu l, w ith  a ll  s o r ts  of p la c e s  to  e x p lo re , people  to 
m eet, and th in g s to  do and le a r n . B ut th en  th e r e  w as th is  
m is t su r ro u n d in g  th e  p lace . We had som e know ledge of 
w hat lay  o u ts id e . T h e re  w e re  ta le s .  E v e ry  so  o ften  a 
pa tch  would open up and w e 'd  g lim p se  p a r t  of it, o r  an  o c ­
c a s io n a l t r a v e le r  fro m  th o se  re g io n s  (e. g ., C .S . Kilby)
would le t  s l ip  a few w o r d s  about it; and o f  c o u r s e ,  o u r o w n  
know ledge of geology, botany, and so  fo r th  would en ab le  u s  
to  deduce th in g s about i t .  But then , su dden tly , one day , the 
sun  co m es up, the m is t is  m ira c u lo u s ly  lif ted , and a t la s t  
we can  s e e ! Now we have th e  fu ll v is ta  b e fo re  u s , and we 
can se e  w h ere  we a r e ,  w h ere  we cam e  fro m , how the  land 
we knew m akes p a r t of th e  la r g e r  w hole. And, of c o u rs e , 
we can  now c ro s s  o v e r  and ex p lo re  th e  su rro u n d in g  lan d s , 
w ith  a l l  th e i r  b eau tie s  and t e r r o s .  Many of th e s e  a r e  the 
ones we had h e a rd  of (though o ften  som ew hat d if fe re n t fro m  
w hat we had expected ); o th e rs  a r e  to ta lly  new (to u s , th a t is 
— they  have of c o u rs e  been th e re  a l l  a long , and we can  
often  s e e  how so m eth in g  we knew in  o u r own p lace  w as a 
re f le c t io n  of one of th 'ese , o r  p ro ceed  fro m  it).
W ith th e  U nfin ished  T a le s  and th e  L e t te r s ,  (if I m ay 
change th e  m etap h o r), we have rea c h e d  th a t de ligh tfu l 
s tag e  . . . c a lle d  'f i ll in g  up th e  c o rn e r s .  '"  We have the 
fu ll o u tline  of m yth co m p le te  in  T he S ilm a r il lio n  and L otR , 
and now w hat re m a in s  is  to. e n ric h , p ro l ife ra te , and ad o rn  
th e  w hole, w ith  v a r ie n a ts , d e ta i ls , in te rp re ta tio n s ,  and 
s h e e r  " lo r e ."  (L ike  N ig g le 's  T re e , it  is  fin ish ed , but not 
fin ish ed  w ith .)  Som e peop le , of c o u rs e , d o n 't have th e  
ta s te  fo r  th is  kind of th ing , but I am  th e  s o r t  who lo v es  to  
n ibb le . E v e ry  new volum e is  a so u rc e  of new d e lig h ts , 
w h eth er th o se  of M id d le -e a rth  i t s e l f  o r  th e  vo ice  and p r e s ­
ence of i ts  c r e a to r .  A s fa r  a s  I am  co n ce rn ed , I 'm  " read y  
to  l is te n  to anyth ing , and to  c h e e r  a t e v e ry  fu ll s top . "
B r i n g  ' r o u n d  t h e  d e s s e r t  w a g o n  a g a i n !
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Escape from Gondolin
Laura Ruskin Whittier, CA
I love The Silmarillion for Turn Turambar, for the 
rivers of Beleriand, the loves and Elves and Men, Feanor's 
bitter pride, for the Making-Song of Arda, for Beren's 
high and long resolve, for the two trees shinging — but most 
of all, for him who was no pen hero, who slew no Worms, 
bore no blades of doom, founded no citadels — who only 
loved. Most of all. The Silmarillion gave to us the young 
Olorin, Grey Pilgrim, Mithrandir, Tone stormcrow Gandalf, 
Istar mysterious no longer, now revealed as but a wanderer 
laboring not to win his beloved, but to give her the peace of
his forgetting. Scoured crag, fronting Orthanc and Barad- 
Dur, how great your wisdom, if you can rap peremptorily 
on a round green door at Bag End and be taken for a con- 
fustication only. Yet, in your last days of so many ages, 
were you given to accomplish a deed of valor mightier 
t h a n  Turin's, or Beren's, or and princely youth's: to over­
come the Balrog of Moria. If I could finish your tale,
Olorin, then where your beloved lies, would a mallorn- 
tree take root and spread its golden branches, to burst the 
roof and let in hope again, that high in its boughs you and she 
once more embracing, might truly forget all sorrow forever. 
Mithrandir Olorin, Namarie ! Continued on page 36
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U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e  dragon had no sa y  in  
th e  D r a g o n s la y e r ' s s c r i p t .  The s t o r y  la c k s  
human d ep th , and t h i s  i s  a id ed  and a b e t te d  by  
P e te r  M acN ico l, who p o r tr a y s  th e  h ero  a s  a 
beam ish  boy w ith o u t  th e  g r i t  or f i b e r  to  
sta n d  up even  to  th e  shadow o f  th e  dragon . 
H ow ever, C a i t l i n  C la r k e , th e  g i r l  who had  
once b een  a b o y , and Emrys Jam es a s  h er  
f a t h e r ,  do.
But th e  p la y e r ,  and you can f e e l  i t  in  
th e  marrow o f  you r b o n e s , who i s  a m atch f o r  
any dragon i s  S ir  R alph R ich a rd so n . He g iv e s  
th e  b e s t  p erform an ce in  th e  fo u r  m o v ies  b e ­
ca u se  he l e t s  you b e l i e v e  in  th e  s t o r y ' s  
tim e and p la c e  and l e t s  you f e e l  d e e p ly  
ab ou t th e  p e o p le  and th e  f o r c e s  o f  n a tu r e  
he e n c o u n te r s . I t  i s  by h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  
th a t  we b e s t  s e e  th e  d ra g o n s.
D o n 't  th in k  t h a t  i t  to o k  m ir a c le s  to  
b e l i e v e  in  d ragon s d u r in g  th e  s i x t h  c e n tu r y .  
You b e l i e v e d  on th e  m orn ings you awoke to  
f in d  th e  p ig  cu d d led  n e x t  to  y o u , th e  d i r t  
f l o o r  f lo o d e d  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t ,  and th e  
c h ic k e n  knocking' b r e a k fa s t  o u t o f  th e  r o o s t  
to  cra ck  and s p l a t t e r  on th e  w et s t o n e s .
The f i lm  g iv e s  an a c c u r a te  f e e l i n g  o f  t h i s .
A ls o , t h i s  f i lm ,  l i k e  E x c a l ib u r , g iv e s  
you an a c c u r a te  f e e l i n g  f o r  th e  s h i f t  from  
f i g u r a t i v e  m an's ways to  l i t e r a l  m an's  
ways and from  th e  o ld  r e l i g i o n s  t o  C h r is t ­
i a n i t y .  At f i r s t  th e  d ragon , f i r e  p o t  and 
p i l e s  o f  g o ld , moved r i g h t  in t o  th e  new 
r e l i g i o n .  T h is  i s  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  by  
o b j e c t s  l i k e  th e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  C e l t i c -  
V ik in g -C h r is t ia n  p r o c e s s io n a l  c r o s s  o f  Cong, 
whose u p r ig h t  p o s t  i s  h e ld  f ir m ly  in  th e  jaw s  
o f  th e  w o lf .  Or c u r r e n t ly ,  in  th e  Z apotec  
I n d ia n 's  c o m  g o d d e ss  lo o k in g  o u t from  u n d er­
n e a th  M ary's c e l e s t i a l  crown.. But th e  new 
r e l i g i o n  and D r. J o h n s o n 's  d ic t io n a r y  have  
p e r s i s t e d  in  e v e n in g  o u t m ost o f  th e  rum ples  
in  th e  d r a g o n 's  b ed , and i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  
s e e  h i s  form .
D e s p ite  my own b e t t e r  ju d gem en t, I 
have t r i e d  t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  dragon anyway.
When th e  d ragon , wrapped around th e  e a r t h ' s  
m id d le  o f  a Sunday m orn ing , r e a d s  my a ttem p t  
to  d e s c r ib e  h im , he w i l l  p ro b a b ly  r o l l  on h i s  
back  and k ic k  h i s  f e e t  in  th e  a i r  w ith  
la u g h te r .
N ichols G rim es
NOTE: a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e ,  th e  w h im sic a l  
s p e l l i n g  in  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  r e v ie w  i s  th e  
c r i t i c ’ s  own, b u t a  t y p i s t  (ev en  i f  sh e i s  
an E d ito r )  can n o d . S u p p ly  you r own s i c ! 
N-LP.
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M a rk  S a m u e ls  C a m b r id g e , MA
My a p p r e c ia t io n  of T o lk ie n  h a s  a l t e r e d  in  tw o s ig ­
n if ic a n t  r e s p e c t s  a s  a  fu n c tio n  of r e a d in g  T h e  S i lm a - 
r i l l i o n  and  U n fin ish e d  T a l e s . (I h a v e  n o t r e a d  th e  
L e t t e r s . ) F i r s t ,  and  m o re  o b v io u s , th e s e  b o o k s , and  
in  p a r t i c u la r  S, a r e  la c e d  w ith  a  h ig h ly  d ev e lo p e d  
th e o lo g y . T o lk ie n 's  C h r is t ia n i ty  w a s  c e r ta in ly  no t
a b s e n t f ro m  L o tR , but i t  w as e x p r e s s e d  m o r e  a s  an  
u n d e r ly in g  s e n s e  of m o r a l i ty  th a n  a s  a d o g m a tic  f r a m e ­
w o rk . I found th is  p r e f e r a b le ,  and  c e r ta in ly  m o re  p r o ­
found . T h e  e x p l ic i t  th e o lo g y  of th e  F i r s t  A ge of M id d le -  
e a r th  in v o lv e d  a  n a r r o w in g  of s c o p e , and  d e m a n d e d  f a r  
m o re  of th e  r e a d e r  in  a c c e p tin g  i t  r e le v a n c e .
T h e  se c o n d , and  no t u n r e la te d ,  e f fe c t ,  h a s  b ee n  to  
in c r e a s e  m y r e s p e c t  fo r  L o tR  a s  a  s to r y .  A lth o u g h  
th e  in fo rm a tiv e  c o n te n t to  th e  l a t e r  books is  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  (and en jo y ab le ) n o w h e re  do th e y  s t r i k e  to  th e  
h e a r t ,  e x c e p t in  th e  s to r y  of " A ld a r io n  and  E r e n d i s . "  
T h r  t r i a l s  of th e  C h i ld re n  of H u rin , and  e v e n  th e  ta le  
of B e re n  and  L u th ie n , le f t  m e s y m p a th e tic  but e s s e n ­
t ia l ly  u n to u c h ed . I co u ld  n o t c o n c e iv e  th e m  a s  r e a l  
p eo p le ; th e y  n e v e r  sp o k e  of o r id n a r y  m a t te r s  o r  
s im p le  p le a s u r e s ,  th e y  w e r e  c a r i c a tu r e s .  I d o n 't  th in k  
th is  w a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  of th e  u n f in ish e d  s ta te  o f th e  
m a te r ia l .  I t  d e r iv e d  f r o m  th e  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e en  
m y th  an d  s to r y .  T o lk ie n  p r e s e n te d  th e  F i r s t  and  
S econd  A g es  a s  m y th , w h e r e a s  L o tR  i s  s to r y .  No 
doub t th is  w as  d e l ib e r a te ,  bu t, f o r  a l l  i t s  p sy c h o lo g ic a l 
d e p th s , m y th  la c k s  th e  c o m p le x ity  an d  e s s e n t i a l  
h u m a n ity  of s to ry .
Jo s e p h  S im m o n s S a c ra m e n to ,  CA
I a m  a  la te c o m e r  to  T o lk ie n . I s ta te d  ou t w ith  
C .S . L e w is ' w r i t in g s  an d  th e n  b eg a n  to  r e a d  T o lk ie n  
an d  W illia m s  ab o u t th e  s a m e  t im e .  I lo v e  th e m  a l l ,  
th ough  I h a v e  m o re  t r o u b le  r e la t in g  to  T o lk ie n  th a n  
e i th e r  L ew is  o r  W ill ia m s . T h is  m ay  be b e c a u s e  I 
p r e f e r  m y  h e r o ic  s a g a s  w ith  a s  l i t t l e  fa n ta s y  a s  is  
n e c e s s a r y .  I w ould  m u c h  r a t h e r  r e a d  a b o u t k n ig h ts  
p u r s u in g  th e  H oly  G r a i l  w ith  i t s  m ira c u lo u s  e le m e n t 
th a n  ab o u t E lv e s  o r  H o b b its . F o r  m e  L o tR  w as  e n ­
gag in g  an d  f a s c in a t in g  but so m e w h a t long . I w ould  
p r e f e r  T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n  o r  T h a t H id eo u s  S tr e n g th .
I t s e e m s  to  m e th a t  in  T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n , T o lk ie n  
e s ta b l i s h e s  h im s e lf  a s 'a  th e o lo g ia n /m y th m a k e r .  I 
a m  fa s c in a te d  by h is  f i r s t  s e c t io n  c o n c e rn in g  c r e a t io n  
and  good an d  e v il  but I a m  m u c h  m o r e  to u c h ed  by h is  
s to r i e s  o f h ig h  h e r o is m .  A g a in , th is  i s  p ro b a b ly  b a s e d  
s im p ly  on m y  p r e f e r e n c e  fo r  s t o r i e s  th a t  d e a l  w ith  th e  
h e r o ic  in  r e la t io n s h ip  to  p r e s e n t  h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e .  
C o n se q u e n tly , if  I w ould  h a v e  to  c h o o se  (and  I th a n k  
God th a t  I do not) b e tw e e n  r e a d in g  T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n  o r  
W il l ia m s ' T h e  P la c e  of th e  L io n , I w ould  c h o o se  
W illia m s  e v e ry  t im e .
B e n j a m i n  U r r u t i a  S O N Y , A l b a n y ,  N Y
R e a d in g  m o r e  T o lk ie n  h a s  m a d e  m y  s o u l hunger 
fo r  ev e n  m o r e .  It w an ts  to  r e a d  of of T o lk ie n 's  
p o e try  — u n c o lle c te d , u n p u b lish e d , o r  u n f in ish e d  — 
an d  M r. B l is s  and  T h e  B ook  of L o s t T a l e s , an d  th e  
lo n g  H o b b it- c o n v e rs a t io n s  th a t  w e re  cu t ou t o f th e  
L o tR  m s . , an d  h is  d ia r y ,  an d  th e  l e t t e r s  th a t  w e re  
n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o l le c te d  v o lu m e , an d  h is  P h ilo lo g y , 
an d  h is  u n f in ish e d  s to r i e s  a b o u t t im e  t r a v e l  an d  ab o u t 
th e  t r o u b le s  a  c e n tu r y  a f t e r  L o tR . W hy a r e  w e d en ied  
a l l  th e s e ?  How lo n g , oh  p o w e rs  th a t  b e?
S tev e n  C . W a lk e r  P ro v o , U T
A lm o s t a  d e c a d e  a g o , I  c o n je c tu re d  in  m y  P h . D . 
t h e s i s ;  " T o lk ie n 's  p r o je c te d  book , T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n ,  
p r o m is e s  a  c o m p le x i ty  an d  in te n s i ty  o v e rsh a d o w in g  
T h e  L o rd  o f th e  R in g s  a s  th a t  w o rk  e c l ip s e s  T h e  
H o b b it. “ W hen T h e  S i lm a r i l l io n  f in a lly  w a s  p u b lish e d , 
I w a s  s tu n n e d  to  d is c o v e r  i t  a e s th e t ic a l ly  in f e r io r  n o t 
on ly  to  L o tR , bu t to  th e  ju n v e n ile  H o b b it. B u t T h e  
S i lm a r i l l io n 's  in f e r io r i ty  to  T o lk ie n 's  o th e r  m a jo r
C o n tin u ed  on p ag e  47
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C O N TR IB U TO R S
We are pleased to further introduce the writers of 
articles and cover artists.
Howard Davis
B.A . in English at Yeshiva University; M. A. in English 
Literature at San Diego State University, were he did his 
thesis on Tolkien. He currently teaches at MiraCosta 
College and Palomar College. He also pratices meditation, 
and is preparing a Tolkien slide show with narration and 
music, which he will use as a form of teaching with media.
Bettina L. Knapp
B .A .: Barnard College; M. A. & Ph. D. : Columbia Uni­
versity; Sorbonne Certificat. She is a Professor at Hunter 
College and the Graduate Center of CUNY, and Lecturer 
at the C.G. Jung Foundation of New York. She has published 
22 books, has a Guggenheim Fellowship, a Grant from the  
American Philosophical Society, Palmes Academiques 
(awarded by the French Government), Medal from the A l­
liance Francaise, a member of the National Humanities 
Faculty, and is President of the North-East Modern Lan­
guage Association.
Janice Johnson
B. S. in English Literature and ESL at Southern Illinois 
University. She teaches English Literature, ESL, and 
Swedish, as well as being a free lance writer. Her inde­
pendant studies include Nordic Runes, the Swedish language, 
Scandinavian history and literature, English history and 
Charles Dickens, besides studying Tolkien since 1968. She 
enjoys her small cottage, her flower garden, snow falls, 
spring flowers, and the sm all of October bon fires.
Steven Peregrine
B. F. A. in painting. He lives in upstate New York, were 
he is an artist and illustrator. His personal interests in­
clude m ysticism  and natural science, comparative litera­
ture and religion, parapsychology, and history. He enjoys 
married life, gardening, carving, and eleven cats.
Benjamin Urrutia
With apologies, information will appear in the next issue. 
Patrick Wynne
He lives in Fosston, Minnesota and works as a Dental 
Lab Technician, besides the great deal of drawing which 
he does.' Besides his strong interest in Tolkien, he enjoys 
writing poetry, and reading historical novels such as by 
Robert Graves.
S U B M IS S IO N S
Mythlore welcomes submissions o f a r t i c le s ,  a r t ,  reviews, 
poetry , as w ell as o th e r m a te ria ls . See Page 2 fo r  the  
address o f the appropriate  E d ito r when making a submission. 
C ontributors' o f a r t i c l e s , cover and back cover a r t , should 
a lso  submit a sh o rt b iographical paragraph fo r  p u b lica tio n .
While not requ ired , we would app recia te  having manu­
s c r ip ts  typed in  format: s in g le  spaced in  4 1/2 inch wide
column, double spaced between paragraphs w ith a carbon ribbon 
typew rite r. To save space, p lease  r e s t r i c t  the  use o f foo t­
notes in  incorporating  " ib id ."  and "op. c i t . "  c i ta t io n s  in  
your te x t in  parentheses. Type your name and address on the 
f i r s t  page, and your la s t  name on each succeeding page; 
s ta p le  cover l e t t e r  and pages toge ther. An enclosed po st­
card w ill  hasten acknowledgement. Enclose se lf-add ressed  
envelope with paper-clipped stamps.
F ull page a r t  should have an image area  of 7 1/2 inches 
by 10 inches. O rig inal a r t  may be la rg e r  than th is ,  so long 
as  the proportional r a t io  i s  the same. Smaller a r t  should 
be 4 1/2 inches wide, and may be from 1 to  6 inches t a l l .
A rt th a t i s  meant to  be 2 columns wide on a page of te x t 
should be 9 1/2 inches in width.
The 13th Annual
Mythopoeic Conference
August 13-16, 1982
Chapman College Orange, California
Reminder: Room and meals payment should be sent by 
July 15 (it may be possible to pay about 10 days beyond this, 
but this is not certain). The rate for room and meals is 
$27 a day, or $85 for those staying the entire conference. 
This price includes meals, and an air-conditioned room 
(double occupancy). Write for further details on questions 
you may have.
The theme of the 1982 Mythopoeic Conference is The Celtic 
Influence on Fantasy Literature, with special emphasis on 
the writings of the Inklings.
Much has been planned to make this a very special and 
enjoyable conference, and we hope you will be there to 
share in it.
Please send all memberships (which are now $20), inquiries, 
and requests to MYTHCON XIII, P. O. Box 5276, Orange, 
California 92667.
Some Readers' Thoughts Continued from page 36
fictions paradoxically expanded my appreciation for him as 
a writer. The Silmarillion — the soil from which that great 
tree. The Lord of the Rings, grew — confirmed what LotR 
hinted at: an awesom array of implicit mythic detail but­
tressing Tolkien's narrative. And The S ilm a r illio n  deepen­
ed my respect for Tolkiens aesthetic discipline a s  m uch as  
for his fecund inventiveness.
(The Editor wishes to thank those who participated in shar­
ing their thoughts in this issue. The diversity of p e r s p e c ­
tives is like to leaves on a tree, and a tribute to Tolkien 
who offered so much to so many different individuals. -GG)
